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important part played by nature in agricultural production.
Even if it were possible to determine the cost of one
product among others, it would be impossible to say
which amongst the different costs obtained in the same
area are equitable—that is to say, those which correspond
to average conditions, and should be used as a basis for
fixing a price to the consumers' co-operative society. If
the marketing society wished to give satisfaction to all of
its members, it would take as a basis the highest costs,
as otherwise some of its members would not derive any
profit from the agreed price. The price will inevitably
be higher than that offered by certain agriculturists not
members of the co-operative, but whose costs of pro-
duction are medium or low, and this the consumers*
society will not endure for long. It is well known that
producers are familiar with such differences, even when
they sell on the market—that is to say, at a "normal"
price. But a price which is imposed on you by an inflexible
market is one thing, and a price which is accepted by
your own organisation is quite another.
In short, even in a case where an understanding has
been reached in principle as to a basis for calculation,
there are bound to arise divergences of opinion. Nor can
it be otherwise with the cost of transporting goods from
producer to consumer. To the man who has large sales
and a complete organisation, and who uses his personnel
to the best advantage, costs are lower than to others. But
the costs of the latter are as equitable (in the sense in
which the word is used here) as those of the former.
Which^nast be taken as a basis for calculation? One
might be tempted to choose as a basis Ihe highest cost,
at least the marketing society would be tempted to
adopt that point of view, but that again would detract
from its competitive power. Thus there is some reason
in Miiller's declaration that the idea of the just price
was born of collectivist idealism, which is undoubtedly
present among consumers* co-operative societies, but
which is entirely lacking on the other side,
Aug£ Laribe shows that he is aware of these difficulties

